Chapter Eleven

THE SLOVAK REBELS

IF ONE WISHES TO REALISE THE IMPORTANCE, THE MEANING

and the final aims of a Movement, one has to study its
leaders. Any Movement will always be what its leaders
make of it and the start of present events in Slovakia
was made by the political leaders.

My first meeting with the intellectual leader of the
Slovak Movement was made in Prague in 1926, when
Andrej Hlinka was a Member of Parliament Hlinka was
already, under the Hungarian regime at the beginning
of the century a prototype of the Slovak rebels, and was
imprisoned at Szeged by the Hungarians after the massacre
of Cernahora, near Ruzomberok. Since then his restless
temperament has never allowed him to settle down.
During the first years of the Czechoslovakian Republic
he was in sharp opposition to Prague, owing to his
demands for autonomy and the often-mentioned Pitts-
burg Agreement His closest associate, Professor Tuka,
was accused of high treason and his movement suffered
a very severe defeat, but as the parson of Ruzomberok,
a burning orator and a clever and demagogic politician,
he gathered a large following among the Slovak people,
which is mainly Catholic. His profession did not prevent
him from speaking against the Jews and the freed Czechs,
from the pulpit and in the strongest terms. My attacks
against him in one of my books brought us together and
we were in contact with each other for years. He frequently
denied that he was an anti-Semite and often expressed very
warm feelings for the Slovak Jews. But the Jewish hatred
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